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all of the families that were impacted 
by this tragedy. The chaplains were a 
source of comfort and ensured that the 
emotional and religious needs of fami-
lies and first responders were met. 

The chaplains were instrumental in 
making sure families were constantly 
updated and that all of their questions 
were answered in both a timely and ef-
ficient manner, to the greatest extent 
possible. They provided as much trans-
parency and kindness as they could 
during this unimaginable tragedy. We 
cannot thank them enough. 

Law enforcement teams worked to 
recover personal property and religious 
artifacts and followed careful collec-
tion protocols. They worked around 
the clock to ensure all recovered per-
sonal property and family heirlooms 
were treated with the utmost respect 
and with great consideration for faith 
traditions when recovering items of re-
ligious significance. So many came to-
gether, as one, in the relentless pursuit 
to save lives. We honor the precious 
lives lost and pay homage to loved ones 
and all those that have suffered im-
mensely. 

Our law enforcement officers put 
their lives on the line every day to 
keep Floridians, and this was no excep-
tion. We can never thank them and 
their families enough for their bravery, 
self-sacrifice, and determination in the 
face of this terrible tragedy. Ann and I 
are praying for the Surfside commu-
nity, our Jewish community, the fami-
lies and loved ones of the lost, and all 
of those who worked tirelessly to serve 
the Surfside community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FLORIDA’S URBAN 
SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK 
FORCE TEAMS 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
I rise today to honor the bravery and 
selfless service of the individuals who 
responded to the building collapse in 
Surfside, FL, on June 24, 2021. 

I want to thank all eight of Florida’s 
Urban Search and Rescue Task Force 
teams from Miami-Dade County, the 
city of Miami, Hillsborough County, 
Central Florida, Northeast Florida, 
Southwest Florida, North Florida, and 
North Central Florida for responding 
when the Champlain Towers South 
condo building in Surfside, FL, sud-
denly collapsed in the middle of the 
night. They swiftly heeded the call of 
duty to assist in search, rescue, and re-
covery efforts following the collapse. 
In the face of tremendous tragedy, they 
ran into danger. They are heroes. 

Florida’s Urban Search and Rescue 
Task Force teams are deployed to aid 
communities following a natural or 
manmade disaster, and all eight de-
ployed to Surfside to aid in the search, 
rescue, and recovery efforts. Nearly 370 
urban search and rescue members 
worked on-site, making this the largest 
nonhurricane deployment in Florida’s 
history. 

Some of these responders lost family 
in the collapse; yet they still answered 

the call. Rescue crews worked tire-
lessly, even when smoke and heat from 
a fire inside the building’s standing 
portion hampered their efforts. They 
persisted when the temperatures esca-
lated so much that some needed IVs to 
replenish fluids. They continued on 
when Tropical Storm Elsa passed near-
by and dumped torrential rain. They 
left their families and faced dangerous 
and life-threatening conditions, and 
they never gave up hope. Their work to 
recover victims gave closure to so 
many families, and I am so proud of 
these Florida heroes. 

I also want to thank Florida’s Urban 
Search and Rescue Task Force teams 
dogs for their hard work to support 
search, rescue, and recovery efforts. 
Florida’s Urban Search and Rescue 
Task Force teams are heroes who 
stepped up to serve the community in 
the wake of unprecedented and un-
imaginable disaster. Not only did they 
help lead the search, rescue, and recov-
ery operation, they provided endless 
care and compassion to the families of 
Surfside and did everything they could 
to bring closure to those who lost loved 
ones. 

We can never thank them and their fami-
lies enough for their bravery, self-sacrifice, 
and determination in the face of this terrible 
tragedy. Ann and I are praying for the 
Surfside community, our Jewish community, 
the families and loved ones of the lost, and 
all of those who worked tirelessly to serve 
the Surfside community. 
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RECOGNIZING HATZALAH OF 
SOUTH FLORIDA 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
I rise today to honor the bravery and 
selfless service of the first responders 
and community members who re-
sponded to the horrific tragedy in 
Surfside, FL, on June 24, 2021, when the 
Champlain Towers South condo build-
ing suddenly collapsed in the middle of 
the night. 

Our Jewish Community, particularly 
Orthodox Jews, have been especially af-
fected by this tragedy. Hatzalah is a 
volunteer emergency medical service 
organization serving Jewish commu-
nities around the world. We are incred-
ibly grateful to Hatzalah of South 
Florida for immediately rushing in to 
try to save lives following the building 
collapse. They swiftly heeded the call 
of duty to aid in rescue and recovery 
efforts. In the face of tremendous trag-
edy, they ran into danger. They are he-
roes, and we can never thank them 
enough for their bravery and deter-
mination in the face of this terrible 
tragedy. 

Hatzalah of South Florida had a 
steady presence in Surfside, helping 
with the search, rescue, and recovery 
operation. They offered resources, sup-
port, and comfort to the survivors, 
families of the victims, and the entire 
community in Surfside. They provided 
medical services to evacuees, families 
of missing persons, and personnel in-
volved in the search and rescue oper-
ations. They worked tirelessly and re-

lentlessly to make sure that the needs 
of the community were met. Ann and I 
continue to pray for the Surfside com-
munity, our Jewish community, the 
families and loved ones of the lost and 
all of those who worked tirelessly to 
serve the Surfside community. 
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RECOGNIZING ISRAEL’S AID 
DELEGATION 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
I rise today to honor the bravery and 
selfless service of the individuals who 
responded to the horrific tragedy in 
Surfside, FL, on June 24, 2021, when the 
Champlain Towers South condo build-
ing suddenly collapsed in the middle of 
the night. 

Our Jewish Community, particularly 
Orthodox Jews, have been especially af-
fected by this tragedy, and imme-
diately following the collapse, Israel 
mobilized resources and personnel to 
help in the response. We are incredibly 
grateful to Israeli Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett for deploying the joint 
Israel Defense Forces—IDF—and Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs delegation to 
Surfside following the collapse. I want 
to thank commander of IDF’s National 
Rescue Unit in the Home Front Com-
mand, Colonel Golan Vach, for leading 
the search and rescue delegation and 
Israeli Diaspora Affairs Minister, 
Nachman Shai, who helped to make 
sure the needs of the Surfside commu-
nity were addressed. I am eternally 
grateful for their hard work and quick 
response to this terrible tragedy. 

I also want to thank Israel’s Consul 
General, Maor Elbaz-Starinsky, and his 
team, who were on site working tire-
lessly to address the needs of the com-
munity and who worked alongside first 
responders and rescue crews to respond 
to the collapse. 

Israel Defense Forces Home Front 
Command operates search and rescue 
missions in Israel and around the 
world, aiding in rescue and recovery ef-
forts for disasters. Using building in-
formation modeling tools and tech-
nologies and careful measurements 
taken on site, the Home Front Com-
mand was able to generate 3D digital 
models of the building before and after 
its collapse. This, combined with infor-
mation gathered from surviving family 
members and friends, produced highly 
accurate information to help the 
search, rescue, and recovery efforts. 
Their efforts gave search teams from 
across the United States and around 
the world the most accurate and up-to- 
date information on where they should 
target their search efforts. 

Israel responds immediately to emer-
gencies around the world, and our grat-
itude is immense. Israel is a partner in 
every sense of the word. Their presence 
was greatly appreciated by the people 
of Surfside, the State of Florida, and 
the entire Nation. The Israeli rescue 
team demonstrated once again the 
kindness and strength that Israel pro-
vides. They swiftly heeded the call of 
duty to help local, State, Federal, and 
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